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it was used for many years for the opposing the
spells and charms of the pagans; that is, the dia-
bolical spells and charms of the pagan magicians.

But be this as it will, it fell into contempt in
after-ages, and was used by the magicians them-
selves ; so that its containing, or being intended to
contain the name of God, seems to me to be a
pretence only, to add a kind of veneration to the
word; whereas it is now dropped, only that some
of our old women, and quack magicians, use it for
a spell or charm, as they would have it called, to
cure agues, being written on a piece of parchment,
and hanged about the neck of the afflicted person.

It would be nothing bat crowding our work with
old stories, to collect together what they call spells
and charms, which our people here make use of
(wherever they had them) to cure distempers. I
know an old book-ridden Bunyanist, that is to say,
a baptist preacher in Bedfordshire, who cared
agues, by only saying some words, while he gave
the patient a piece of paper to put into his pocket;
others I have known cured by saying some words
only, and giving them nothing at all. I could give
you many examples, and you will find many more
in the learned collections of Mr. Aubery, and
others, where in particular there is the question
answered, why saying some words which have no
signification, and which neither the person to whom
they are said, or the person himself who says them,
can understand, should work a cure; and the an-
swer is, because the gods understood what the per-
son meant who first implored their aid in those
words, and to which they have still regard.

This shows a little, what I am bringing all these
things to ; namely, that this was the remains of the
old pagan magic, and is all derived from it, though
perhaps it is practised with less criminal corre-
spondence than it was then, the people that now do